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In or after 1895, a 17 page pamphlet containing the Rules of Practice 
of the District Courts and the Supreme Court of Minnesota was 
published by the Law College of the University of Minnesota. It was 
small (6¾″ x 4″) and printed on colored paper. It was printed after 
February 1, 1895, as that is the date of revised Rule IX of the 
Supreme Court  
 
The Code of Rules of the District Courts applies only to civil actions.  
In 1875, the 17th Legislature  instructed the District Court Judges to 
meet and adopt Rules of Practice for civil proceedings. 1 The first set 
was adopted on July 7, 1875, and are posted in the “Rules of 
Practice of the Minnesota Supreme Court, the District Courts of 
Minnesota and the United States Circuit Court for the District of 
Minnesota” (1875).  On August 24, 1893, the Judges met again and 
adopted revised rules, posted below.   
 
Members of the bench and bar had copies of the pamphlet of the 
Rules for District Courts and the Supreme Court printed for the Law 
College.  Judge Hascal Brill of the Ramsey County District Court 
donated his copy to the Minnesota Historical Society. 
                                                           
1 1875 Laws, c. 44, at 77 (effective March 6, 1875).  The text of this law is posted on page 12 of 
the “Rules of Practice of the Minnesota Supreme Court, the District Courts of Minnesota and the 
United States Circuit Court for the District of Minnesota” (MLHP, 2017)(published first, 1875). 



2 

 

 
The pamphlet was used by students at the Law College who took a 
course in trial and appellate practice—that is, moot court. The first 
three pages of one version of the pamphlet have instructions to 
those students, and they are posted in the Appendix.   
 
The complete texts of the Code of Rules of the District Courts, 
effective August 24, 1893, and the Rules of Practice of the Minnesota 
Supreme Court in effect in 1895 follow.  The type is slightly enlarged. 
Originals are filed at the Minnesota Historical Society. 
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Appendix 

Special Rules for Law College Students 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    
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Posted MLHP: July 12, 2017. 


